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It is from numberless diverse acts of courage and belief that human history is shaped. Each time a man stands up for an ideal, or acts 
to improve the lot of others, or strikes out against injustice, he sends forth a tiny ripple of hope, and crossing each other from a million 

different centers of energy and daring those ripples build a current which can sweep down the mightiest walls of oppression and resistance.  
—Robert F. Kennedy 
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Change 
the World. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dear Friends of SEGL: 
 
Spring is finally here in Washington, DC, and the cherry 
blossoms are about to bloom.  It seems a fitting reward 
for such a busy winter.   
 
The last few months have earned us new sending schools, 
new relationships with outstanding organizations, and 
new opportunities to enlarge our network of supporters.  
 
The winter months have also brought new financial 
support.  I am happy to announce that we have raised 
over half a million dollars toward our $1.2 million goal. 
 
More important, this winter we have traveled thousands 
                                                of miles, crisscrossing the 
                                                        nation to share our  
                                                                program with  
                                                                    institutions,  
                                                                       faculty,  
                                                                         donors,  
                                                                           and  
                                                                            schools.   
                                                                            The  
                                                                            response  
                                                                            has been  
                                                                           nothing  
                                                                          short of  
                                                                         inspiring.  

 
 
Many of you also know that the SEGL board recently 
decided to set our program start date as fall 2009.  As 
much as many of us are ready to welcome students 
sooner, waiting will give us more certainty with our 
facility, and ensure funding for a top-notch faculty.   
 
Please take a moment to share this edition of Current with 
a friend.  There is much good news to report in this issue, 
and with each new supporter comes new advice and new 
ideas. 
 
May your spring begin with as much promise and 
excitement as ours.   
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Noah Bopp 
Founder and Director 
 

P.S.  There are many ways to keep up with SEGL’s progress.  If for any 
reason you would rather not receive email updates about SEGL, please 
send us an email at info@schoolforethics.org with “REMOVE” in the 
subject line.  If someone forwarded you this newsletter and you’d like to be 
on our mailing list, please send an email to info@schoolforethics.org with a 
subject line saying “ADD TO MAILING LIST.”  Thank you. 

Check out our 
new summer 

fellowship 
opportunity on 

page four! 
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       I.  HIGHLIGHTS 

 
A. SEGL Presents at NAIS Annual Conference 

 
 
 

 

 

 

SEGL Director Noah Bopp presented SEGL at the 
National Association of Independent Schools (NAIS) 
Annual Conference on February 28 in New York 
City.  The presentation allowed SEGL to reach a 
broad audience of potential sending schools and 
faculty members.   

 

Rich DiBianca, Upper School Principal at Newark 
Academy (SEGL's first sending school) joined Noah 
on the dais.  To view their NAIS PowerPoint 
presentation, click here. 

 

B. Sending Schools now at 22 

Five new excellent schools have joined the SEGL 
family since the last issue of Current:   

 

1. Hockaday School, Dallas, Texas 

2. Oregon Episcopal School, Portland, Oregon 

3. Overlake School, Redmond, Washington 

4. Sage Hill School, Newport Coast, California 

5. Thurgood Marshall Academy Public Charter 
School, Washington, DC  

 

Welcome to these new partners.  In the wake of our 
successful NAIS presentation, even more are on the 
way.  To learn more about becoming a sending 
school, click here. 

C. Dr. James Thurber Speaks at DC event  

Professor James Thurber, Washington's leading 
expert on Congressional lobbying and ethics reform, 
delivered a special lecture earlier this school year to a 
crowded room of SEGL supporters at Mandu 
Restaurant in DC.  

 

Click here to view the invitation and read about Dr. 
Thurber, who is on SEGL‟s Leadership Council. 

 

D. New Logo Debuts 

1.                                     2.   

 

 

 

 

3.  

Thanks to the work of St. Louis-area graphic designer 
Ben Shepard, SEGL now has a new logo. 

 

The new logo is the third version to grace SEGL 
materials.  “Despite my best intentions, our original 
logo looked like a place setting,” SEGL Director 
Noah Bopp said. “When Ben confided in me that our 
second logo made it look like we were advertising 
Space Camp, I said „go for it.‟  I‟m excited about the 
result.”  Look for the new logo on SEGL materials in 
the coming weeks.   

 

To learn more about Ben and his work, please click 
here or visit www.812studio.com. 

 

E. SEGL Good Will Tours 

Since this fall, SEGL Director Noah Bopp and 
several board members have made site visits at nearly 
two dozen schools in eight states.  Please look for 
notification about a spring tour very soon. 

SEGL Director Noah Bopp presents at NAIS last month 

http://www.schoolforethics.org/SEGLatNAIS.ppt
http://www.schoolforethics.org/SEGLSendingSchools.pdf
http://www.mandudc.com/
http://www.mandudc.com/
http://www.mandudc.com/
http://www.schoolforethics.org/SEGLInvitation.jpg
http://www.812studio.com/
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     II.  FUNDING UPDATE 

 
A. Major Gifts 

Since our last newsletter, SEGL has raised nearly 
$300,000 in gifts and pledges toward its $1.2 million 
goal, bringing the total raised to over half a million 
dollars.  Special thanks to the many advisors who 
have helped us come so far. 

 

SEGL has been invited to apply for additional grant 
money; we hope to have additional updates soon.   

 

Once the halfway point is reached, we will send out 
a complete list of supporters.  To make a donation 
to The School for Ethics and Global Leadership, 

click here or visit www.schoolforethics.org/support.html.  Thank you! 

 

B. Newlyweds Say òI Doó to SEGL 

Readers of the January 27, 2008 New York Times 
may have already met Brian Vogt and Laura 
Brown, two DC professionals who graced the 
cover of that edition‟s “Vows” section (Click 
here to read the article).   However, unless 
those readers attended the wedding (at St. 
Alyosius Church in Washington, DC), they will 
not have heard about the five charities— 
including SEGL—that benefited from their commitment. 

 

Rather than registering at Pottery Barn or Target, Brian and Laura 
“registered” at nonprofit organizations through the I Do Foundation, a 
nationally-focused charity that matches couples with deserving charities 
(for more information, please click here or visit www.idofoundation.org.)   

 

“Our guests were delighted to be given a selection of charities, including 
SEGL, to whom they could donate in lieu of wedding gifts,” wrote Brian 
and Laura in an email.  “As the „recipient‟ of these gifts, we were happy to 
have the opportunity to participate in such an ambitious and worthy 
project as SEGL.” 

 

“To be honored in this way at such an important moment is humbling,” 
SEGL Director Noah Bopp said.  “We are tremendously grateful to Brian 
and Laura, and look forward to welcoming them to our campus next year.” 

This winter, SEGL 
welcomed Aneta 
Wierzynska as our  
new volunteer  
Development Coordinator. 
 

Aneta is Senior Policy 
Director at Transparency 
International USA, the 
leading international anti-
corruption NGO.  She is 
also an adjunct instructor 
at Georgetown, where she 
teaches a course in 
transitional justice.  
Previously, she worked at 
the World Bank‟s 
Institutional Integrity 
department, where she 
helped lead anti-corruption 
investigations.  Aneta has 
also worked in post-
conflict Sierra Leone and 
Rwanda (click here to read 
an article she published 
about Rwanda‟s gacaca 
courts). 
 

She says of SEGL: 
“Finally, a pedagogy that 
brings together all the 
necessary elements to 
produce responsible 
stewards of our world!”  
 

Born in Poland, Aneta 
holds degrees from Yale 
and NYU School of Law.   
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Ripples is an occasional feature that 
highlights new members  
of the SEGL  
team. 

Brian and Laura at an SEGL 
fundraiser last summer. 

http://www.schoolforethics.org/support.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2008/01/27/fashion/weddings/27vows.html?_r=1&scp=1&sq=brian+vogt&st=nyt&oref=slogin
http://www.idofoundation.org/
http://www.law.nyu.edu/JOURNALS/LAWREVIEW/ISSUES/vol79/no5/NYU508.pdf
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     III.  SEGL SUMMER FELLOWSHIP 

 
Do you know an aspiring educational entrepreneur?  
Someone who would benefit from hands-on grant 
writing, networking, and project management 
experience?  Someone eager to spend a summer in 
one of the world‟s most dynamic cities? 

 

If so, please tell her or him about the 2008 SEGL 
Summer Fellowship program.  SEGL Summer 
Fellows spend eight weeks in Washington, DC, 
helping to grow The School for Ethics and Global 
Leadership and prepare it for our fall 2009 opening.  
Fellows will gain valuable experience and contacts 
that will pay dividends for years to come.  This year, 
the Fellowship also offers a $1000 stipend (additional 
funding for living expenses is available for low-
income applicants).  

 

Applications are due soon.  Applicants should have 
strong writing and interpersonal skills, and at least 
two years of undergraduate experience.  Please click 
here or visit www.schoolforethics.org/ 
SEGLSummerFellowship.pdf to read more. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     IV.  FURTHER READING 
 

A. Ethics and Political Leadership 

Allegations of ethical lapses are perhaps de rigueur in a 
Presidential election year, but the last month has 
brought several uncomfortable issues into the 
American conscience.  But where can a thoughtful 
citizen turn for analysis that goes beyond punditry? 

 

Rushworth Kidder, head of the Institute for Global 
Ethics (a close curricular ally of SEGL), tackles many 
of these issues with nonpartisan, intellectual aplomb 
in his weekly “Ethics Newsline” commentary.  To 
read his take on Elliott Spitzer (which references 
IGE‟s research into widely-held ethical beliefs), click 
here.  To see his nuanced analysis of Barack Obama‟s 
alleged plagiarism, click here.   

 

B. òThe Man Who Didnõt Abandon Rwandaó 

This spring, Carl Wilkens (a member of SEGL‟s 
Honorary Leadership Council) is traveling the country 
sharing his experience as the only American who 
stayed behind to help stop the 1994 Rwandan 
Genocide.  Wilkens, who normally works as a pastor 
at Milo Academy in Milo, Oregon, has delivered his 
powerful message to thousands of students and 
teachers in the last several years. 

 

Wilkens has spoken with students at SEGL Director 
Noah Bopp‟s Duke University summer program for 
several years.  Students invariably describe their time 
with him as inspiring.  “Watching students speak with 
Pastor Wilkens inevitably brings tears to my eyes as 
an educator and human being,” SEGL Director Noah 
Bopp says.  “If you have the opportunity to bring him 
to campus, or to hear him share his life story, don‟t 
miss it.” 

 

To view an article about a recent stop on Wilkens‟ 
tour, click here.  To see an earlier article about him by 
Nicholas Kristof of The New York Times, click here.  
To see a spring speaking schedule, click here. 

 

SEGL Ripples is an occasional feature 
that highlights new SEGL team members. 

Want to help SEGL raise money but donõt 
have a million dollars?  Love to shop 
online?   
 
Then click on the link  
below to register with  
iGive, a free service  
that will donate to  
SEGL automatically  
every time you make a purchase at  
hundreds of reputable online stores. 
 
As an added bonus, iGive will 
automatically donate an extra $5 to SEGL 
the first time you purchase something. 
 
http://www.iGive.com/html/refer.cfm?c
auseid=41499  

On Facebook?  Join our Friends of The School for 
Ethics and Global Leadership group for updates. 

 

http://www.schoolforethics.org/SEGLSummerFellowship.pdf
http://globalethics.org/newsline/2008/03/17/agony-in-albany/
http://globalethics.org/newsline/2008/02/25/in-others-words-obama-and-the-ethics-of-borrowing/
http://www.insidebayarea.com/oaklandtribune/ci_8543588
http://query.nytimes.com/gst/fullpage.html?res=9A05E3D8113AF932A15754C0A9629C8B63&scp=1&sq=%22carl+wilkens%22&st=nyt
http://www.schoolforethics.org/WilkensTour.pdf
http://www.igive.com/html/refer.cfm?causeid=41499
http://www.igive.com/html/refer.cfm?causeid=41499

