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It is from numberless diverse acts of courage and belief that human history is shaped. Each time a man stands up for an ideal, or acts to improve the lot  

of others, or strikes out against injustice, he sends forth a tiny ripple of hope, and crossing each other from a million different centers of energy and daring 

those ripples build a current which can sweep down the mightiest walls of oppression and resistance.  

–Robert F. Kennedy  

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

Dear Friends of SEGL: 
 
Our students are coming, and they are fantastic.  
 
They come from rural Washington State, small town 
Vermont, the Upper East Side and Anacostia. Their 
families speak English, Spanish, and Arabic at home. 
Nearly half will receive significant financial aid, and over 
one third are students of color. Their teachers say things 
like “strongest student I have ever had” and “more 
potential to change the world than anyone at our school.” 
 
Individually, each of these young men and women is 
spectacular. Imagine what they can be together. 
 
It is a thrilling responsibility to prepare for these students. 
As I write this, my shoes are dusty from the renovations 
to our academic facility. Our staff is finishing our parent 
handbook, processing deposits, managing the visa process 
for two Jordanian boys, assisting teachers who are 
moving to DC from across the country, and completing 
countless other tasks. 
 
There is much to be done. We need to raise more 
scholarship dollars to cover a substantially increased 

financial aid budget. We need to complete our 
renovations on schedule and up to code. We need to 
nurture camaraderie in our newly-assembled faculty. 
 
Many of you have already volunteered your time to help 
us. Some are raising scholarship money. Some are 
offering professional advice. Some are searching for 
classroom chairs or desk lamps. Some are hosting 
dinners. We are immensely grateful for these efforts. 
 
Now is the time to add your ripple to our current of 
change. Please contact us to volunteer. Thank you. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
 

 
Noah Bopp 
Founder and Director 
 

P.S.  If you’d like to be on our mailing list, please send an email 

to info@schoolforethics.org with a subject line saying “ADD TO 

MAILING LIST.”  If for any reason you would rather not receive 

email updates about SEGL, please send us an email with 

“REMOVE” in the subject line. 

Earlier this month, SEGL 

Director Noah Bopp taught 

ethics to Abshire Fellows from 

Baylor School in Tennessee at 

the Center for the Study of the 

Presidency in DC. 
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Our academic 

facility is 
underg oing 
renovations!  

Click here  to track 
progress  and view 

regular video 
updates.  

 

 

 
A. SEGL accepts inaugural classes 
SEGL has proudly accepted its first two cohorts of 
students. Admissions Director Charlotte Koeniger said, 
“These students demonstrated outstanding character, 
promise for leadership and scholastic ability. We cannot 
wait to welcome them to DC.” SEGL enjoyed a 
remarkably high “yield” (the number of accepted 
students who enroll) in its inaugural year: only two 
accepted students were unable to enroll. The students 
hail from 13 different states and the District of 
Columbia. Two students will be joining us from King’s 
Academy in Madaba-Manja, Jordan. Nearly 50% require 
significant financial aid; over 33% are students of color.   
 

B. Howard Gardner calls SEGL òhighly promisingó 
Legendary Harvard professor and bestselling author 
Howard Gardner issued the following statement of 
support for The School for Ethics and Global 
Leadership on April 20, 2009:  
 

A school focused on ethics and leadership has always been welcome, 
but now, in the wake of the epochal event of the first years of the 
21st century, it is essential. The plans for the new School for Ethics 
and Global Leadership are highly promising and Iõm eager to 
follow its course in the coming years. I hope that the school chooses 
its students and faculty wisely, learns from its mistakes as well as 
its successes and succeeds in building lifelong ties among its 
graduates. It could make an important difference for our world. 
 

Gardner offered his words after meeting with SEGL 
Founder and Director Noah Bopp and SEGL Board 
Chair J. Matteson Ellis. 
 

C. SEGL adds two exemplary sending schools  
 

Dana Hall School in Wellesley, 
Massachusetts became a sending 
school on March 26, 2009. “As a 
school that prepares women for the 
challenges and choices they will face as 

citizens of the world, Dana Hall is very pleased to join 
The School for Ethics and Global Leadership,” said 
Nancy Rich, Dana Hall’s Academic Dean. “SEGL 
complements our program and shares an emphasis on 
promoting global education and leadership skills.”  
 

 Laurel School in Shaker Heights, 
OH became a sending school on 
April 14, 2009. Ann Klotz, head of 

Laurel School, endorsed the new relationship, saying, 
“Laurel School is thrilled to become an official sending 
school for the newly established School for Ethics and 
Global Leadership. We could not be more pleased to be 
developing a partnership.”  
 

D. SEGL featured on òLetõs Talk Liveó 
With the headline of “Helping Tomorrow’s Leaders 
Today,” SEGL Founder and Director Noah Bopp 
appeared on “Let’s Talk Live,” a noontime DC area talk 
show. To view the six-minute interview, click here. 
 

E. SEGL inks a key nationwide agreement with 
Breakthrough Collaborative 

SEGL has reached an important agreement that will 
significantly increase the socio-economic diversity of its 
student body. The Breakthrough Collaborative, formerly 
called Summerbridge, has 34 sites around the United 
States that increase educational opportunities for 
thousands of “high-potential, low-income students.”  
The agreement will publicize SEGL throughout the 
Breakthrough network and provide scholarships to 
Breakthrough students. “Diversity—ethnic, socio-
economic, and geographic—is at the heart of SEGL’s 
mission,” said SEGL Founder and Director Noah Bopp. 
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http://vimeo.com/user1629219
http://vimeo.com/user1629219
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II. NEW TEAM MEMBERS 

“The Breakthrough Collaborative, with its nationwide 
network of outstanding educators and students, is a 
terrific example of our commitment to that mission.” At 
least three Breakthrough students plan to attend SEGL 
next year. For more information on Breakthrough, 
please visit www.breakthroughcollaborative.org.  
 

F. Noah Bopp is featured 
speaker at WNET teachers 
conference  
Earlier this spring, SEGL’s 
Founder and Director Noah 

Bopp sat on a panel entitled “Teaching Ethics in Global 
Studies: Three Choices for Engaged Students” alongside 
Joel Rosenthal President of the Carnegie Council for 
Ethics in International Affairs.  The two explored the 
question of how to incorporate ethics into the teaching 
of global awareness.  The discussion was part of the 
nationally recognized “Teaching and Learning 
Celebration” conference sponsored by Thirteen/WNET, 
New York City’s PBS station. 
 

G. SEGL hosts events in D.C. and Boston 
On Monday, April 13th and Wednesday, April 15th, The 
School for Ethics and Global Leadership hosted open 
houses at its Dupont Circle campus in Washington, D.C. 
to generate awareness for the school and facilitate 
discussion between long-time supporters and new faces. 
A similar event was hosted in the greater Boston area at 
Harvard College on Sunday, April 19th. The Harvard 
College Coalition for Ugandan Peace sponsored this 
reception. Over 125 people attended all three events. 

 
A. Alanna Copenhaver, Development 
Manager and Assistant to the Director 
Alanna Copenhaver joins the SEGL team 
after serving as an AmeriCorps volunteer 
with Samaritan Ministry in Arlington, 

Virginia. At Samaritan, she was the primary caseworker 
for over 50 homeless or nearly homeless clients, helping 
them obtain jobs, health care, housing, and financial 
literacy. She has interned with Search for Common 
Ground in Washington, DC, the Grameen Bank in 
Dhaka, Bangladesh, and Gun Free South Africa in 
Johannesburg, South Africa. Ms. Copenhaver holds a 
BA in Political Science from Haverford University. At 
Haverford, she studied in Northern Ireland and won a 

$10,000 grant to help facilitate the World Social Forum 
in Nairobi, Kenya. 
 

B. Paige Cottingham-Streater, SEGL 
Trustee 
Paige Cottingham-Streater is Deputy 
Executive Director of the Mansfield 
Foundation, an organization dedicated to 
promoting understanding and 
cooperation among nations and peoples of Asia and the 
United States. Ms. Cottingham-Streater is the recipient 
of the Foreign Minister’s Commendation in recognition 
of her longstanding work to strengthen U.S.-Japan 
relations. Ms. Cottingham-Streater received her JD from 
George Washington University and her BA in 
Government/Asian Studies from Connecticut College. 
 

C. Wellford Dillard, SEGL Trustee  
Mr. Dillard is the Chief Financial Officer 
of Acumen Solutions in Vienna, VA.  Prior 
to joining Acumen Solutions in 2005, Mr. 
Dillard served as the Chief Financial 
Officer of TMA Resources, the leading 
provider of association management software to the 
non-profit sector.  From 2000 to 2002, Mr. Dillard was a 
Vice President at WWC Capital Group where he 
provided merger and acquisition advisory and equity 
placement services to regional, mid-market software and 
IT services firms.  He previously held financial and 
equity analyst positions at both Ernst & Young and 
Friedman, Billings, Ramsey Group.  Mr. Dillard holds a 
BA from the University of Memphis and an MBA from 
the University of Maryland. 
 

D. Heather Haines, Science Teacher 
Heather Haines is a 2008 recipient of the 
Knowles Science Teaching Foundation 
Fellowship for outstanding young science 
educators. The Fellowship includes 

$150,000 over five years for education and professional 
development. She is a graduate of Boston College School 
of Education, Wellesley College (Sigma Xi) and the 
Illinois School of Science and Math (where she was a 
National Merit Finalist), and is a recipient of the Fox 
Valley Community Pride Award.  
 

E. Mary Anne Waikart, SEGL Trustee 
Mary Anne Waikart is Assistant Dean at 
the Georgetown University McDonough 
School of Business.  She founded the St. 
Alban’s School of Public Service, and was  
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that program’s first Director.  She has also served as 
Vice President of the Morino Institute, Associate Dean 
and Director of the MBA Program at London Business 
School, and Director of the MBA Program at The 
Maryland Business School, University of Maryland.   

 
F. James Warren, General Counsel to the 
SEGL Board 
James Warren is Counsel in the Washington, 
DC office of Shearman & Sterling LLP. A 
former banker, he now practices as a 

corporate tax lawyer in the area of international 
transactions and represents banks and financial 
institutions before the Internal Revenue Service and the 
U.S. Tax Court.  He is also counsel to the board of 
King’s Academy in Amman, Jordan.  Mr. Warren is a 
graduate of Cambridge University in England and 
Harvard Law School. 
 

G. Summer Fellows 
As June begins, our new crop of Summer Fellows is hard 
at work!  We are glad to have such enthusiastic young 
people working for SEGL.  Karen Andres is a rising 
junior at Tufts University, majoring in Anthropology. 
She serves as Layout Director of the Tufts Observer, 
Chairperson of Tufts Film Series, and as a 
Representative on the Tufts University Programming 
Board. She attended the Duke TIP Global Dialogues 
Institute (the pilot program for SEGL) in 2006. Ms. 
Andres is a recipient of the Richland County Foundation 
Scholarship.  Heather Hoffman is a rising senior and 
Bonner Scholar at Oberlin College with an intended 
major in Politics. She currently serves as the Chair of 
First Book, an organization that distributes books to 
low-income children, and as the Co-Chair of the Oberlin 
Student Philanthropy Club. She has also worked as a 
math tutor for middle school students and as a therapy 
assistant at a retirement community. Ms. Hoffman 
attended the Duke TIP Global Dialogues Institute in 
2005.  Zoe Papasian is a member of the Evergreen 
State College class of 2011. She has experience 
fundraising and marketing as a student caller for the 
Evergreen Annual Fund. She is also a coordinator-in-
training for the Evergreen Coalition Against Sexual 
Violence. Ms. Papasian is a recipient of The Evergreen 
Foundation Scholarship and Scholastic Achievement 
Award. She attended the Duke TIP in Paris program 
with SEGL Director Noah Bopp in 2005.  Piper 
Pehrson is a member of the class of 2010 at UCLA.  
She expects to graduate with a major in History and a 

minor in Political Science (with an emphasis on the 
Region of Southern Africa). She has also studied at the 
University of Cape Town in Cape Town, South Africa.  
She worked as a finance intern on Barack Obama’s 
primary campaign, is an active member of UCLA Bruin 
Democrats, and serves as sponsorship chair for UCLA 
Mighty Mic. Ms. Pehrson is the recipient of the Bank of 
America Scholars Award and the UCLA Alumni 
Scholarship. She is a former history student of SEGL 
Director Noah Bopp.  Robert Ross is a recent graduate 
of Harvard University where he received an A.B. Honors 
degree in Social Studies with a focus in Human Rights 
and Development in Africa. At Harvard, he founded the 
Harvard College Coalition for Ugandan Peace and 
served as its president for three years. His service 
experience includes work with the Harvard College 
Human Rights Advocates, The Child is Innocent (Latin 
Balle Pee) Foundation, Project Health, and the Harvard 
Darfur Action Group. Mr. Ross also sang with the 
Harvard-Radcliffe Veritones. 
 
 
 
A. SEGL raising funds for financial aid students 
SEGL’s most important remaining challenge is the long-
term viability of its financial aid program. To raise 
money for scholarships we have launched the final phase 
of our funding campaign, which will provide naming 
opportunities for scholarships and spaces in our 
academic facility. Nearly all of these gifts will go toward 
scholarship assistance for low and middle-income 
students.  Click here to learn more.  
 
 
 
A. Do you know where your chocolate comes from? 
SEGL uses a tasty new sample case study to attract 
students to DC.  Click here to check it out (and possibly 
change your chocolate eating habits). 
 

B. SEGL in Independent School Magazine 
Click here to read about motivated students at a 
Jordanian school halfway around the world helping to 
launch SEGL. 
 

C. SEGL in Lakeside Magazine 
Click here to read articles about SEGL Director Noah 
Bopp (a Lakeside School [Seattle, WA] alum) and 
Academic Dean Gray Pedersen (legendary Lakeside 
teacher). 

III. FUNDING UPDATE 

IV. FURTHER READING 

http://www.schoolforethics.org/pdf/GivingOpportunities.pdf
http://www.schoolforethics.org/pdf/SEGLAdmissionsFlyer.pdf
http://www.schoolforethics.org/pdf/IndependentSchoolMagazine.pdf
http://www.schoolforethics.org/pdf/LakesideMagazine.pdf

